
With the Holidays upon us, 
and families and friends gather 
to celebrate the season, we have 
much to be thankful for.

Vaccines, therapeutics, and 
good sense are working together 
to end the pandemic.

Kids are back in school, sports 
are thriving again, people are 
gathering, and life is almost back 
to normal. 

Throughout the challenges of 
the pandemic your WHCA con-
tinues to be a strong voice for the 
community.

The Dogwood Trail will open 
this coming spring, so now is the 
time to plant your new dog-
woods, azaleas, and spring bulbs 
and prep your yard.

The association has also repre-
sented neighbors adjacent to the 
Tennova site when in August ex-
cessive tree clearing threatened 
the promised natural barrier 
resulting in a stop work order 
and Notice of Violation. A final 
restoration plan is still being 
finalized.

The community celebrated the 
opening of the new WH Ele-
mentary playground earlier this 
fall. Special thanks to parents, 
neighbors, and businesses for 
their genrosity that made this 
possible.
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And there is also other good 
news including this past sum-
mer’s annual picnic that had food 
trucks for the first time and drew 
a record-sized crowd of neighbors 
and families. And the upcoming 
holiday lighting of the park gaze-
bo and a new addition of a lighted 
bike ride to this fun evening. 

Volunteers are always wanted 
for projects ranging from our 
elementary school to helping 
with the new Dogwood Trail. If 
you want to help, visit the WHCA 
website westhillsknoxville.org.

May you and your family have 
a wonderful holiday and a happy 
New Year!

—Lee

Lee Hume
President
West Hills Community  
   Association

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

WEST HILLS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

West Hills

WEST HILLS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

HOLIDAY 
LIGHTING 
& SANTA 
RETURN! 
THURSDAY

 DEC 9
H 5–7P H 

WH PARK  
GAZEBO 

Winston Road Entrance 
SEE DETAILS—INCLUDING NEW 

TOUR DE LIGHTS—INSIDE

•  Holiday Lighting Event Details

•  Healthy West Hills Scheduled 
Activities

•  WH Elementary News 

• Homeless and West Hills

• Traffic Calming

• And more!

HO!HO!
HO!



2 www.westhillsknoxville.org

From Our West 
Hills Elementary 
Principal

Last month, West Hills 
Elementary celebrated the 
grand opening of an all-inclu-
sive playground! 

The playground was a 
multi-year project led by the 
school, its PTA, the WHES 
Wolfpack Foundation and lo-
cal community and business 
sponsors. It includes a buddy 
bench, an accessible turf 
surface, an inclusive merry-
go-round and ramps for the 
play structure.

WHES has a new STEM 
Lab this year! Our school 
also has Vex Robotics Team 
and Science Olympiad Team. 

Our boys and girls partici-
pated in the Special Olympics 
bowling competition a few 
weeks ago and did a stellar 
job in representing WHES.

Thank you to our parent 
volunteers who help collect 
and organize our Food for 
Kids Program. If you want to 
help this program, please feel 
free to reach out to the school 
for more information.

I cannot thank the WHES 
PTA and the WHES Founda-
tion enough for their support 
this year. This school year, 
we did not receive Title I 
funds and are relying heavily 
on our coupon book sales as 
well as the support from the 
PTA and Foundation. I want 

Healthy West 
Hills Upcoming 
Activities

Are you interested in 
physical activity, healthier 
eating, mental wellness or 
helping decrease tobacco 
use with others in your 
community? Healthy West 
Hills is a group of neigh-
bors who participate in 
some or all of these activi-
ties. If you are interested in 
learning about the monthly 
activities and when they 
happen, email Anne Crais 
at anneccrais@gmail.
com to request the HWH 
newsletter. HWH is a new 
pilot program sponsored 
by the City of Knoxville to 
encourage neighborhoods 
to become healthier.

Activities include Pick-
leball, bike rides, yoga, 
cooking demonstra-
tions, monthly recipes, 
book club, and virtual 
group readings of plays 

by the Littmans. 
The bi-monthly newslet-

ters announce the activities 
for each month. December 
includes pickleball games 
at 8:30 a.m. on Thursdays, 
a book club gathering to 
discuss Jacob Marley on 
Friday, Dec. 3 at 4 p.m., 
and a dusk, family, holi-
day-themed bike ride on 
December 9 to name a 
few activities. Another fun 
event is called the Mar-
athon in a Month where 
neighbors log exercise 
miles from a variety of 
activities. We are logging 
activities from April thru 
December 2021. Log yours 
at bit.ly/hwhMarathon-
Tracker

In addition to the HWH 
newsletter, you can search 
for Healthy West Hills on 
Facebook and Instagram.

The West Hills 
Trail Opens 
April 2022
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. 
To help contact Emily DeJarnett at 

Emily.dejarnett@morganstanley.com 

or visit westhillsknoxville.org

Neighborhood 
Holiday 
Celebration 
Returns 12/9

After no community 
celebration last year thanks 
to the pandemic, the WHCA 
is excited to bring back the 
festivities! 

The WHCA enthusiastical-
ly invites you to Holiday at 
the Gazebo 2021 to celebrate 
the holidays with your neigh-
bors on December 9 from 
5-7pm. It will be a wonderful 
event for all ages. 

Meet Santa at 5pm and 
enjoy hot cocoa and fes-
tive activities. Participate 
or watch the First Annual 
West Hills Tour de Lights 
where everyone is invited to 
dress up and decorate bikes, 
scooters, strollers, etc. for a 
short loop on the Greenway 
at 6pm. Wear a helmet and 
plenty of lights/flashlights. 

At 6:30 we will have the 
official Gazebo Lighting with 
award announcements for 
bike decorating and spirit. 
We look forward to seeing 
you there! 

If you would like to help 

with the event, please 
contact Jennifer Borth 
at jenniferflemming@
bellsouth.net. 
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Do WHCA 
Membership 
Online! 

You can now sign-up and 
pay your annual WHCA 
membership, buy an ad, 
or make a gift online at the 
WHCA website westhillsk-
noxville.org. Annual mem-
bership is based on calendar 
year (January 1 through De-
cember 31). Now accepting 
memberships for 2022. 

to truly thank them for their 
contributions. 

And most importantly, 
thank you to all the parents, 
neighbors and friends for your 
continued support of your 
children and their school.

West Hills 
Not Immune 
to Homeless 
Problem

There is a growing number 
of panhandlers and home-
less people in our part of the 
city. This is nothing unique 
to west Knoxville, yet the 
number of homeless has been 
growing due to a number of 
factors.

To address one of the 
root causes for the increased 
numbers of homeless and 
mentally ill people WHCA 
urges you to resist the im-
pulse to give money or food 
to panhandlers. 

The reason is two-fold. First 
is your personal safety. Just a 
few days ago police had a foot 
chase with a homeless man 
who became aggressive with a 
woman trying to help him. 

The incident happened 

at Chili’s at the Gallery and 
ended with an arrest at 
Weigels and the Wesley I-40 
underpass. 

The second reason to not 
give money or food is to 
remove any incentive to stay 
in the area. The better idea is 
make a gift to United Way or 
your favorite charity to help.

Sadly many of these 
people are not well and need 
help. To bring real help for 
those who need and want it, 
the city is refurbishing part 
of the former St. Mary’s hos-
pital to provide these much 
needed services.

Traffic Calming 
Coming to More 
WH Streets

The City’s Office of 
Neighborhoods informed 
WHCA that four more 
West Hills streets will be 
having speed humps built. 
These include Rocking-
ham, Downing, Stockton, 
and Hampshire.

Three other streets 
are being evaluated for 
possible speed humps. 
These include Bennington 

between Corteland and 
Sheffield, West Hills Road, 
and Whitehall.

Responsible 
Land 
Development 
in West Hills 
Continues to 
Be Challenge 

West Hills continues 
its 60+ year reputation as 
one of the premier areas in 
Knoxville to live and thrive.

So it comes as no  
surprise that so many 
people and businesses 
want to locate within our 
community.

We welcome all who 
seek to live here or have 
businesses in the vicinity. 
All we ask is new develop-
ments respect the integrity 
and sanctity of West Hills 
and its residents.

Following years of 
a variety of plans and 
numerous enterprises and 
developers, the 12+ acre 
property at the east end 
of Broome Road is finally 
beginning to take shape 

and home construction will be 
starting soon.

The Tennova campus 
is also growing with two 
major buildings underway. 
After learning excessive tree 
clearing happened, the city 
engineers were contacted and 
clearing work was suspended. 
The final plan to restore the 
trees is still being developed.

There is a plan before Knox 
Planning Commission to 
develop the small farm land 
at the corner of Buckingham 
and Vanosdale. The proposed 
plan is for 7 homes. WHCA 
has contacted the owner and 
is scheduling an information-
al meeting to learn more and 
share neighbors’ concerns.
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Read City USA. A new county-wide literacy program sponsored by Knox County Libraries. Details online at
https://www.knoxlib.org/calendar-programs/programs-and-partnerships/tails-and-tales-reading-challenge


