
Happy New Year! 
The start of a new year is a time to 

reflect on the year just completed and to 
optimistically look forward to what may 
be on the horizon.

Looking back on 2020 it was truly an 
historic year for our community. At the 
start of the year we heard about a new 
disease infecting a single city in China. 
Little did we know how quickly our lives 
were about to change in ways we never 
could have imagined.

One way was our vocabulary grew. 
New terms and names filled the airwaves: 
COVID-19, pandemic, Zoom, Fauci, Birx, 
hydroxychloroquine, Moderna, and so 
many others. We wore masks and gloves, 
horded paper towels, toilet paper, and hand 
sanitizer; we got our groceries by shopping 
online and driving up to have someone else 
be exposed to the deadly beast and then 
load our orders into the back of our SUVs. 

We learned what social distancing 
meant: you’re only safe when you’re at 
least 6’ apart. No closer or we may both 
be in peril. And it was not just strangers 
or friends, it was even your own family.

 But hope is on the horizon. Thanks to 
a dedicated team of scientists, political 
leaders, and private enterprise vaccines 
have been developed and are being given 
to millions of us. We’ve also seen a steep 
decline in cases and deaths. If all contin-
ues to go well, perhaps the worst of this 
awful pandemic will be behind us. 

Now we need to support our local 
businesses who mean so much to our 
West Hills family. Please always shop 
with local businesses when you can. 
These are our neighbors and friends and 
they need us now more than ever.

But life is not just about the pandemic.
During the spring and summer traffic 

calming speed humps were installed on 
several West Hills streets and a new side-
walk was completed on Sheffield between 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER Wesley and Vanosdale. 
The Tennova medical park bordering 

homes on Wesley, Stockton, and Ridge-
rock is making great progress and antic-
ipates to have the first structure (rehab 
hospital) open later this summer. 

Shannondale’s new multi-unit facility 
is also coming along and the Broome 
Road site for 30 new homes, Ashland 
Keepe, saw the start of site work. 

In late summer a proposed apartment 
complex between the southern edge of 
St. Andrews and I-40/75 was announced. 
The proposal was challenged by both the 
St. Andrews community and the WHCA. 
At the January 24th appeal hearing City 
Council denied the rezoning that would 
have allowed the project to proceed.

And, finally, in spite of the pandemic, 
as 2020 came to a close, WH volunteers 
continued to reach out to our neighbors 
along the proposed Dogwood Trail and 
completed their goal to have at least 80% 
of neighbors (approximate 400 out of 500 
homes) along the proposed route vote 
“yes” to host the trail.

Quite a year. 
And now we’re over a month into 

2021. Only weeks into this new year, we 
have new challenges and new reasons for 
optimism. 

Citing personal reasons, former WHCA 
President Frank Smith submitted his 
resignation effective January 1. Under 
Frank’s leadership our community saw 
progress on many fronts including those 
mentioned earlier. We will miss Frank’s 
leadership and are grateful for his vision, 
service, and commitment. 

In accordance with the WHCA’s 
constitution and bylaws, as vice president 
I found myself in the unexpected role as 
president.

The support of the officers and exec-
utive committee has made my transition 
possible and I am forever grateful for their 
support.

WEST HILLS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

February  
General Meeting and 

Easter Egg Hunt
Cancelled

Regretably, since COVID-19 continues to  
be a high risk to all of us, the normal 

February general meeting and the annual 
Easter Hunt Hunt will not be held. 

CAN’T WAIT FOR SPRING!

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2021

Another reinforcement is knowing the 
vitality and longevity our association has 
enjoyed. In its sixty-plus years the West 
Hills Community Association has earned 
the respect of local leaders and the support 
of our neighbors by being a zealous, vocal 
advocate and sentinel when issues or 
proposed developments place our homes, 
lifestyle, and quality of life in jeopardy.

The most important reason for opti-
mism is the people who chose West Hills 
to be their home. We share a common 
bond of deep appreciation for all things 
that makes our neighborhood unique—
great location, affordable homes, good 
schools, natural beauty, easy lifestyle—
and most importantly, caring neighbors.

We’ve all experienced unimaginable 
challenges over the past twelve months. 

However, there are legitimate reasons to 
be hopeful: the end of the pandemic may 
be near; our community has succeeded in 
obtaining traffic calming and sidewalks; 
raised funds for a new school playground; 
and the prospect of securing the West Hills 
Dogwood Trail is stronger than ever. 

Stay well. Have a happy, healthy, and 
prosperous new year!

—Lee

Lee Hume, President
West Hills Community Association

WEST HILLS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
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Odds Look  
Excellent for WH 
Dogwood Trail 
It appears that hundreds of 
hours of volun-
teer work and 
an incredibly 
enthusiastic 
response by hun-
dreds of families 
and homeowners 
along the proposed West Hills 
Dogwood has made a positive 
impression on the Dogwood 
Arts Festival officials.

Emily DeJarnett and Lee 
Hume met with DAF Program 
Manager for Trails & Gardens 
Vicki Baumgartner on February 
11 to discuss next steps  in the 
process. 

Emily was introduced as 
the new chair of the West Hills 

Rezoning Denied;  
9 Building, 216 
Apartments 
Proposal Defeated
At the January 21st Knoxville 
City Council meeting, council 
members voted to deny the MPC 
rezoning of property adjacent to 
the southern boundary of the St. 
Andrews neighborhood across 
Winston Road from the West 
Hills Park.

This meeting happened fol-
lowing two postponements. First 
was requested by WHCA and 
St. Andrews and the second was 
requested by the developer. 

A robust debate lasted for 
more than an hour before the 
vote was taken. Included in the 
discussion was storm water 
management concerns, the 2005 
agreement with property owner 
and developer Oliver Smith in 
which all parties agreed that 
apartments were not feasible, 
and concerns about the impact 
on the greenway running 
through the property.

In the end our community 
prevailed. Special thanks goes to 
Debby Jennings, Nick Jack-
son, and Jennifer Borth for 
their tenacity and commitment. 
Thanks also to our city coun-
cilman Andrew Roberto who 
made every effort to be a good-
faith broker working with both 
sides to reach a resolution. And, 
finally, thanks to city council 
for their attention, interest, and 
thoughtful votes.

Tennova and WH 
Leaders Discuss 
Natural Preserve
In January Tennova CEO Tony 
Benton and his vice president 
Becky Dodson met with WHCA 
president Lee Hume, Wes-
ley Neighbors president and 
WHCA executive committee 
member John Heins, and  
TennGreen director of land 
conservation, Christie Hender-
son. 

It was an informative 
meeting for all as we became 
acquainted with options to 
explore and steps involved in 
the process. 

Mr. Benton and Ms. Dodson 
listened intently and are open 
to exploring the possibility that 
the 60± acres on the south side 
of the property could be dedi-
cated as a natural preserve for 
generations of West Hills and 
Knoxville families to enjoy.

Tennova has already made 
a commitment to provide land 

Speeding 
Remains an 
Issue
OK. How many more times do 
we have to cover this subject? 
Are folks not going to slow 
down until there is a horrible 
accident?!

Drivers—both drive-through 
and West Hills residents —con-
tinue to ignore safe driving 
speed when driving on streets 
without speed humps.

This is not just disappoint-
ing, it’s dangerous.

As the temperatures get 
warmer, there will be more 
and more pedestrian neighbors 

sharing the roadways since 
there aren’t sidewalks on every 
street.

So expect to see moms and 
dads pushing baby buggies, 
kids on bikes, walkers, joggers, 
and lots of folks sharing the 
road.

KPD reminds us that vast 
majority of traffic violations 
in West Hills are cited to West 
Hills residents. 

If you’re reading this and 
guilty of going too fast, slow 
down. Grow up. Be responsible. 
Do these simple things and 
our speeding problem will be 
reduced by 70%!

MIDDLEBROOK PK

TENNOVA  
MEDICAL 

PARK

bisecting their property for a 
future expansion of the West 
Hills greenway. This section 
will span from Wesley Road 
on the west to Old Weisegar-
ber on the east.

Special thanks to our Ten-
nova neighbors for their time 
and interest.

LOCAL BUSINESS NEIGHBORS AND 
ADVERTISERS HAVE BEEN THERE FOR US. 
IT’S OUR TIME TO BE THERE FOR THEM. 

Shop Local.

PROPOSED NATURAL  
PRESERVATION AREA

RIDGEROCK LN

STOCKTON DR

OLD 
WEISGARBER 

RD

http://www.kotsianasdds.com
https://www.dogwoodarts.com/
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REUBEN N. PELOT III DDS
General Dentistry

Member Of American Dental Assoc.
Member Academy General Dentistry

Office Hours By Appointment
Office Phone Answered 24 Hours

Village Green Center
11541 Kingston Pike Residence  693-0454

671-1544

West Hills  
Theater Nights 
7:30 pm, March 2 
and April 13
Our 3rd play is scheduled for 
March 2nd, 7:30pm.   It is a 
dramatization by Mark Litt-
mann, professor at UT, from the 
book, Something Wonder-
ful: Rodgers and Hammer-
stein’s Broadway Revolu-
tion,  by Todd S. Purdue.

It looks at how Rodgers and 
Hammerstein created their 
immortal musicals. Everyone 
has seen the magic, here are 
the incredible stories of how 
they made it happen.

Our fourth play will be pre-
sented Tuesday night, April 13.  

We supply the scripts —no 
rehearsals needed.  It’s all very 
informal, taking turns reading 
the roles back and forth to one 
another. It’s fun, it’s theatrical, 
and we can do it together on 
Zoom.

We haven’t picked April’s 
play yet, so we solicit your 
input. Choices range from 
how the hit Broadway musical 
Fiddler on the Roof was 
created to how the raid that 
killed Osama bin Laden was 
conducted to the true story of 
Mira Kimmelman, a local 
woman who survived four Nazi 
concentration camps including 
Auschwitz.  And there are still 
other informal dramatic read-
ings to choose from. 

You can join the West Hills 
Thespians as an actor or as an 
audience member.  Can’t wait 
to “see“ you!

I am so impressed by our 
local West Hills Thespians.  
Please join us. No lines to 
memorize. We will send you 
the script. 

If you would like more infor-
mation on plays or participa-
tion, email Peggy at  
plittmann@comcast.net or 
call Peggy at 865-776-1013. 

If you are not sure you 
want to act, please feel free 
to tune in. The actors, your 
neighbors, always appreciate 
an audience.

Volunteer to Make West 
Hills Even Better!
Go to westhillsknoxville.org to 
learn more about how you can help 
with the Dogwood Trail, newsletter, 
zoning or who knows what?!

WHE Foundation 
Nears Goal 
The school is about $25k away 
from reaching the goal of 
raising $100k for a new, all-in-
clusive playground to replace 
the one taken down last year 

Dogwood Trail Committee and 
will work directly with DAF 
leadership and staff as well as 
the West Hills community to 
bring the trail to fruition.

Like everyone, DAF has not 
been immune to the effects of 
COVID-19. The result is WH 
will have one more year until 
the trail is officially unveiled 
and opened.

We will use this time to 
prepare for what we anticipate 
to be our trail’s grand opening 
in 2022.

Emily will keep us posted 
on progress. If you are interest-
ed in becoming involved  with 
the West Hills Dogwood Trail, 
please email Emily at emily.
dejarnett@morganstanley.
com

due to safety concerns. A new 
playground would benefit not 
only the school but the entire 
community as it would be 
open to the public when school 
is closed.   

I’d like to ask every member 
of our community to consider 
donating at least one item to 
the auction —whether it’s a gift 
card from your business or a 
friend/neighbor’s business, 
or something of value you no 
longer need, it would all be 
helpful for us to meet our goal. 

Support our kids and 
their school. Join the online 
auction April 8–10!

Contact Elizabeth Evola 
at 865-307-0969 or vis-
it  http://www.wheswolf 
packfoundation.org

Here is the Zoom link:                                      

Join Zoom Meeting for the 
play, Something Wonderful, 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
Broadway Revolution.

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/88323217704

or dial 1-301-715-8592,  
Meeting ID: 883 2321 7704
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