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President’s Corner
It is hard to believe the new school 

year is already here! Students go back 
to school Aug. 5th, so remember to 
slow down in the school zones. Aug. 
5th will be a half day, and full days 
start Aug. 6th. We have two great 
schools in our immediate neighbor-
hood–West Hills Elementary and 
Bearden Middle School. If you have 
extra time, reach out to them to see 
how you can be of assistance. I know 
West Hills is in need of weekly read-
ing volunteers, so that’s a great place 
to start! West Hills is also trying to 
start a foundation, like Bearden Mid-
dle. If you are interested in donating 
or helping, please contact Elizabeth at 
865-824-9433.

Thanks to all those who came out 
for our summer Picnic in the Park. 
We had almost every local candidate 
there–hopefully you were able to get 
some information to help you cast 
your vote this fall. Early voting starts 
on Aug. 7th, followed by the primary 
on Aug. 27th. 

National Night Out will be Tues-
day, Aug. 6, from 5:30 – 7:30, at the 
corner of Hastings and Sheffield. This 
is a great way to meet and fellowship 
with neighbors and say thank you to 
our community helpers. 

We will host Pumpkins in the Park 
on Oct. 19th, from 5:00 – 7:00, at the 
West Hills Park Gazebo. Have your 
little ones dress up (you can dress 
up too!), and we will have different 
sponsors set up along the greenway 
with treats to give away!

2019 Summer Edition  

I N S I D E

I hope you have a great end to your 
summer. We are always looking for 
volunteers to help with the newsletter, 
the new website we are creating, or to 
serve on the board. If you are inter-
ested in getting involved, please reach 
out to one of us. 

I’m proud to be part of this com-
munity, and I’m glad you are part of 
this community too!

—Donnie
Donnie Ernst
President
West Hills Community Association

Get ready for a busy fall!

To volunteer to help, please 
contact Ali Brewer at 
abrewer7@utk.edu or  

423-736-3116

WINSTON ROAD 
ENTRANCE

Fun for all 
West Hills Kids!

S A T U R D A Y

OCTOBER 19

5–7PM 
West Hills 

Park Gazebo

SPECIAL THANKS
Special thanks to contributing 

writers Larry Silverstein, Andrew 
Roberto, Ali Brewer, Emily 
DeJarnett, Sandy Robinson, and 
Clarence Hill. Also, special thanks 
to Angela Ellenburg and Scott 
Black at Ellenburg Nursery for 
hosting a special dogwood and fall 
gardening workshop on November 2.
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2019 Official West Hills Portal Signs Turf Care Provider

Owners/ Operators 
Michael Michalik 865-221-3749
• Turf & Property Management

Trey Dodge 865-323-7442
• Design-Installation 

The WesT hills Neighborhood

West Hills Community 
Association president Don-
nie Ernst recently said, “WE 
ARE A WORKING-CLASS 
NEIGHBORHOOD AND 
LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR-
HOOD AS IS.”

West Hills has a very active 
neighborhood association, both 
in terms of community gather-
ings and a shared commitment 
to maintaining a healthy life-
style. In fact, the neighborhood 
recently received statewide 
“healthy neighborhood” rec-
ognition by Governor’s Health 
and Wellness Foundation. 
West Hills Elementary School 
is located in the heart of the 
neighborhood, where 52% of 
students receive free or re-
duced lunch and approximately 
100 of the 750 students speak 
English as a second language. 

Recode Moves 
Through City 
Council Votes

A lot has happened since 
Draft 5 of the Recode text 
came out on May 1.  City 
Council had two special 
Meetings in May, lasting 
a total of 15 hours.  Many 
amendments were voted on.  
In June, Recode, as amended 
in May, went back to Knox 
Planning (formerly MPC) 
where they recommended ap-
proval by City Council, with 
3 proposed changes. 

 On July 16, at a meet-
ing that lasted 5 ½ hours 
until 11:30 PM, City Council 
voted on many amendments.  
Council then voted 7-2 
AGAINST postponing voting 
to adopt the Recode text on 

First Reading, and then imme-
diately voted to adopt it by the 
same vote.  WHCA’s Executive 
Committee sent a letter urging 
postponement. I spoke to urge 
postponement so the public and 
the City Council would have ad-
equate time to review the entire 
Recode document as amended at 
the meeting.

By the time you read this ar-
ticle, City Council will have met 
on July 30, to vote on the text on 
Second Reading.  It is expected 
that more important amend-
ments will be considered.  City 
Council will also discuss issues 
related to the Recode Map which 
shows the proposed zoning for 
every property in the City. It is 
expected there will be a vote on 
the map on First Reading.  The 
future timetable is uncertain, 
but it is likely the text and map 
will have a final vote on August 

5 or August 12 at a Special 
City Council meeting.  There 
is much talk of litigation if 
Recode is adopted.

If you have concerns about 
Recode before the final vote, 
you should contact members 
of City Council.  http://knox-
villetn.gov/government/city_
council/city_council_members   
See the latest information at 
recodeknoxville.com.

At the July 16, City 
Council meeting, Councilman 
Andrew Roberto, with the Ex-
ecutive Committee’s support, 
offered an amendment that 
would allow any neighbor-
hood who submitted an appli-
cation to change zoning to EN 
(Established Neighborhood) to 
have the option to opt out of 
allowing ADUs in the neigh-
borhood.  WHCA will decide 
in the future if it wants to pur-

Recode: 
Exploring West 
Hills and the 
Established 
Neighborhood 
Amendment
Reprinted with permission 
from 2nd District Councilman 
Andrew Roberto’s July 29, 
2019 blog post. 

One of the Recode amend-
ments I proposed at the last 
Council meeting has drawn 
some interest and likewise 
some misunderstanding. There-
fore, I’d like to breakdown 
some of the key points of the 
Established Neighborhood 
Amendment and clarify some 
misunderstandings about West 
Hills.

The assertion that this neigh-
borhood is solely comprised 
of a certain type of resident 
is simply not accurate. West 
Hills is a welcoming, engaged, 
hard-working and diverse com-
munity — one that I’m proud 
to represent.

The eN AmeNdmeNT

To clarify, the EN amend-
ment did not specifically sin-
gle-out or exclude West Hills, 
or any other neighborhood, 
from having Accessory Dwell-
ing Units (ADUs). Rather, the 
amendment made a change to 
a zone under Recode called EN 
or the Established Neighbor-
hood zone. Our city’s current 
zoning ordinance has examples 
of EN zoning in Holston Hills 
and Old Westmoreland. This 
zone is a neighborhood-lead 
process, meaning that neigh-

borhoods must apply for this 
type of zoning.

The EN zone treats du-
plexes differently than in other 
residential zones as duplexes 
are not allowed in EN under 
Recode. My amendment added 
an option for the neighborhood 
to select whether or not to al-
low ADUs as well. It is impor-
tant to note that neighborhoods 
have the option to limit ADUs 
only when they apply for and 
receive EN zone status.

bAckgrouNd: WesT hills ZoNiNg

Why do some neighbor-
hoods, like West Hills, want 
to have an option to decide 
if ADUs and Duplexes are a 
good fit for them? The answer 
is infrastructure.

Like many neighborhoods, 
West Hills has been dealing 
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sue the process of becoming 
EN. Currently, Holston Hills 
and a few other neighbor-
hoods with large lots are EN. 
The application and approval 
process by Knox Planning and 
City Council would likely take 
a year or longer to complete, 
and would require the neigh-
borhood’s consideration of 
many issues and the support of 
a large percentage of the prop-
erty owners.  At this point, this 
is nothing more than an option 
for consideration.  Stay tuned 
for more discussion of that 
entire issue in future months.

If you have any questions 
about Recode, contact me at 
larrys55@aol.com

Larry Silverstein
Larry is a lifelong West 

Hills resident and has a 
leadership role in Community 
Forum Continued next page
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Residents Along 
Proposed WH
Dogwood Trail 
Express Support
Efforts to bring 
the newest 
Dogwood Arts 
Trail to West 
Hills have 
been ongoing 
for some time. 
These efforts 
received new 
energy in April. 

First order of business 
was generating a map of the 
proposed trail and developing 
ways to best spread the 

message to West Hills 
residents. 

Emily DeJarnett has 
volunteered to lead the effort 
to reach out to residents 
along the proposed route and 
document the level of support 
for the trail. This is the critical 
final step in the months-long 
process to secure the West 
Hills Trail.

At the annual WHCA pot-
luck picnic the map of d the 
proposed trail was displayed 
and attendees were informed 
about the DAF approval 
process. 

To efficiently and effec-
tively reach the hundreds of 
homes along the proposed 
route, Emily has assmbled a 
group of 10 volunteers to as-
sist in distributing information 
and collecting signatures from 
West Hills residents along the 
proposed route. 

with narrow winding roads 
and lack of sidewalks for a 
very long time. In fact, in 
September 1973, The West 
Hills Community Association 
published a study of land use 
in the neighborhood, follow-
ing a directive from Knoxville 
City Council. The purpose of 
the document states: “WEST-
ERLY GROWTH OF THE 
CITY IN RECENT YEARS 
HAS CREATED CONDI-
TIONS ALARMING IN 
SCOPE, WITH NO APPAR-
ENT POLICY BY MPC AND 
CITY COUNCIL TO PRO-
VIDE PERMANENT SOLU-
TIONS, AND YET THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE HAVE 
CONTINUED TO ENCOUR-
AGE AND APPROVE IN-
TENSIVE DEVELOPMENT 
IN THIS SAME SECTION 
OF THE CITY.” According to 
the study’s introduction, the 

document was created when a 
new multi-family development 
prompted community concern 
over traffic, street infrastructure, 
school conditions, flood control, 
and proper zoning policies

Eight years later, with the 
passage of O-254-81, a new sin-
gle-family residential zone was 
created in the city of Knoxville 
with the advent of the R1-E zone 
on October 27, 1981. The R1-E 
zone is actually mentioned in the 
1973 study referenced above, 
but doesn’t appear to have been 
codified until 1981. As described 
in the ordinance, the R1-E zone: 
“… is a restrictive residential 
district intended to be used for 
established single-family resi-
dential subdivisions and areas 
immediately adjacent to such 
development intended for low 
population densities. These areas 
are intended to be denied and 
protected from encroachment of 

uses not performing a function 
necessary to the single-family 
residential environment.”

West Hills sought and 
obtained R1-E zoning in 1985 
with the passage of 8-H-85-RZ. 
One could argue that almost 
40 years ago, life was different 
and our perspective on zoning 
wasn’t the same as it is today. 
However, only six years ago, 
another second district neigh-
borhood asked for R1-E status 
which indicates that the zone is 
neither obsolete nor outdated. 
On March 5, 2013, Forrest 
Heights, was granted R1-E 
zoning in R-77-2013. Consider 
this quote in the 1973 West Hills 
study regarding the infrastruc-
ture in the neighborhood, “THE 
WEST HILLS SUBDIVI-
SION WAS ORIGINALLY A 
QUIET, PEACEFUL AREA. 
THE STREETS WERE LAID 
OUT OVER AND AROUND 

HILLS IN A CURVING 
AND RANDOM FASHION 
WITHOUT REGARD TO 
CARRYING VOLUMINOUS 
TRAFFIC OR HIGH-SPEED 
VEHICLES.”

This is why the West Hills 
neighborhood and other 
neighborhoods have been 
vocal about zoning changes, 
they simply want a zoning 
structure that their neighbor-
hood’s infrastructure can 
support.

Sheffield Drive 
Sidewalk 
Update 

It’s happening! The long 
awaited sidewalk on Sheffield 
Drive connecting Wesley 
Road and West Hills Elemen-
tary School is moving for-
ward. Engineering personnel 

have been on site planning, 
marking sites and explaining 
to several homeowners whose 
property are more problem-
atic, the contouring of the 
land with the installation of 
the sidewalk.

Plans will include a grassy 
strip between the street and 
the sidewalk similar to Wesley 
Road; and, all mailboxes will 
remain in place.  Actual con-
struction is scheduled to begin 
this fall.

Although we might experi-
ence some inconveniences, 
the final result will be one that 
we have looked forward to 
for years,  a SAFER walk-
ing community for everyone.  
Drive safely!

Traffic Calming 
(Speed Humps) 
Coming to WH 

Two areas of West Hills 
will be among the first in the 
city to be the beneficiaries 
of the new traffic calming 
initiative coordinated by the 
City of Knoxville’s Office of 
Neighborhoods.

The two major streets are 
Wesley Road and Corteland 
Drive. Also included are 
stretches of Sheffield between 
Wesley and West Hills Road 
and Gainesborough Drive, 
and Marlboro between Corte-
land and Broome Road.

Warning signs will be 

posted at locations approaching 
the speed reduction area. 

The final number and exact 
locations are being finalized.

Volunteers have taken sec-
tions of the neighborhood and 
passed out flyers to inform 
residents of the logistics of a 
Dogwood Trail and the poten-
tial benefits to the homeowner 
and our community. Resi-
dents are then asked to sign 
the response card indicating 
their  position about being on 
the proposed trail.

Emily has already received 
numerous cards via mail 
and a significant number via 
email. The response has been 
overwhelmingly positive and 
has sparked a great deal of 
excitement in the neighbor-
hood. 

If you’re on the pro-
posed trail and haven’t been 
contacted yet, hope you’ll 
welcome Emily or one of her 
volunteers who be stopping 
by your house in the coming 
weeks.

WHCA Teams Up 
with  Ellenburg 
Nursery for 
Dogwood 
Workshop
Ellenburg Nursery in 
conjunction with WHCA and 
DAF will host a workshop 
on planting and caring for 
dogwood trees at 10 a.m. on 
November 2. Scott Black 
with Ellenburg Nursery will 
lead the workshop. This will 
coinside with the Dogwood 
Arts Festival Bazillion 
Blooms program.

WH Neighbors 
Advertisers 
Reach More 

Than 1,250 West 
Hills Homes 

Learn how you can have a 
presence in West Hills. 
Email leehume@utk.edu

Call or text 865-414-9674
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Zoning Updates
RECODE VS. ORIGINAL WH 
RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS   

Recode continues to prog-
ress through the approval 
process at City Council. It 
has been a painful process 
to watch due to the needed 
changes many of which WH 
neighbor Larry Silverstein 
spearheaded. Councilman 
Roberto was finally suc-
cessful in obtaining Council 
approval to allow residen-
tial neighborhoods to make 
application and seek ap-
proval to be designated as an 
Established Neighborhood 
(EN) to prohibit ADUs. The 
process of obtaining approval 
as an EN involves working 
with the City Planning staff, 
obtaining concurrence from 
a majority of the neighbor-
hood residents and establish-
ing neighborhood standards 
such as prohibiting ADU’s 

and duplexes. However, Larry 
Silverstein’s research of city 
records has discovered that 
restrictive covenants exist 
for West Hills. Two covenants 
that appear to be relevant to 
ADUs in West Hills that  Larry 
recently highlighted are: 
1. “Not more thaN oNe 
dwelliNg house may be 
erected oN aNy oNe lot, 
as showN oN the record-
ed map, aNd No lot showN 
oN said map may be subdi-
vided or reduced iN size 
by aNy device, voluNtary 
alieNatioN, partitioN, 
judicial sale, or other 
process, or process of 
aNy kiNd, except for the 
purpose of iNcreasiNg the 
size of aNother lot.”
2. “No trailer, basemeNt, 
teNt, shack, garage, 
barN, or other outbuild-
iNg erected oN the tract 
shall at aNy time be used 
as a resideNce temporar-

Name of owner residing at shown address below: 

Name(s) of other eligible resident(s) over age 21 at this address:

        

Address

Preferred phone number (optional) (  )

E-mail

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES (please select one of the two options) 

o $20/household  ........................................................................................................................  $ 10.00

CONTRIBUTION TO WEST HILLS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (WHCA)

o I/we are making a contribution to WHCA in the amount of  ................................... $ 

TOTAL PAYMENT =  ................................  $

IMPORTANT: Please make check payable to West Hills Community Association. Voting privileges for above 
become active 30 days after verification of eligibility and receipt of dues payment.

Questions? Please contact Clara Hardin, WHCA treasurer.  Ph: 865-693-3770; Email: hcaphardin@comcast.net

West Hills Community AssoCiAtion
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/APPLICATION
For all household members over age 21 living in 
residence at address shown below 

PLEASE MAIL TO  

West Hills Community Association
c/o Clara Hardin, Treasurer
7417 Somerset Road
Knoxville, TN 37909

ily or permaNeNtly, Nor 
shall aNy structure of a 
temporary character be 
used as a resideNce.”

Additional information re-
garding the West Hill’s Restric-
tive Covenants will be discussed 
at up coming general meetings 
and news letters as more infor-
mation becomes available. 

Much thanks to Larry for 
searching the city records.

City Council voted to ap-
proved the First vote on Recode 
for the second time on June 30. 
The Second Vote will occur at 
the  August Council meeting. If 
approved at the August meet-
ing the effective date for the 
Recode is scheduled for January 
1, 2020. 

BROOME ROAD 
Rick Gentry, developer/real-
tor, for the property recently 
contacted Frank Smith regarding 
the status of the plans for the 12 
acres. According to Mr. Gentry 6 

WHCA Dues 
Changing

At the May WHCA general 
meeting, the membership voted 
to increase the annual dues to 
$20/residence. The increase is 
effective October 1. Member-
ship is extended to all adults 
over 21 at the residence.

The decision was based on 
simple economics—inflation 
over more than 20 years. 

Your WHCA has been and 
continues to be committed to 
being good stewards of the 
membership’s resources. With 
a bit of luck and fiscal respon-
sibility, it will be another 20 
years before the next dues 
increase.

Yards of the 
Months
Following the winter months, 
the Beautification Council 
resumed selecting Yard of the 
Month winners this past May. 
The following are the deserving 
winners of this coveted award. 
Good luck to the rest of us!

APRIL 2019
Mark & Patricia Medley
821 Kempton Rd

Brian & Jewel Westphalen
203 Whithorn Dr

Charles Biggs & Laura Howes
8300 Bennington Dr

Larry & Loretta Best
6911 Dorchester Dr

Charles Derreberry
7008 Hampshire Dr

Becky Herndon
7021 Downing Dr

Marshall & Claire Wilkins
801 Bennet Place

Mr. & Mrs Arnold E. Waters
7401 Somerset Rd

Jacob Phillips
305 West Hills Rd

JUNE 2019 
Lamar & Patricia Shuler
844 Bennett Place

Matthew & Jennifer Beavers
8229 Chesterfield Dr

James and Janet L. Deese
7304 Sheffield Dr

Don & Beth Arnurius
513 West Hills Dr

Scott Elder
7904 Chesterfield Dr

Brian Mohney
7909 Chesterfield Dr 

JULY 2019
Brian Stewart & Joe Cooper
8201 Chesterfield Dr

Barbara & Gary Owens
8000 Corteland Dr

Robert & Delpha Tannert
7804  Sheffield Dr

or 7 groups have looked at the 
30 lot plan, and the grading 
required. The grading cost is 
prohibitive, so they are going 
to reduce the number of lots 
significantly. The natural con-
tour will be left as much as 
possible to minimize grading.

Mr. Gentry indicated he 
would let West Hills know 
when the new plan is ready to 
review.

TENNOVA
TENNOVA’s plans for the 

property south of Middle-
brook  Pike across from 
Dowell Springs is still in 
the planning stage.  Knox 
Planning (MPC) approved 
the concept plan for a 58-bed 
rehab facility and subdivid-
ing the property for future 
medical office buildings at the 
June meeting. More detailed 
plans than those presented at 
the May general meeting are 
anticipated very soon.
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West Hills Community AssoCiAtion
c/o Clara Hardin, Treasurer
7417 Somerset Road
Knoxville, TN 37909
westhillsknoxville.org
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Think your vote matters?
Think Recode. Think traffic. Think sidewalks.  

Think short term rentals (AirBNB, VRBO, etc.).
Think protecting our great homes, neighborhood, and city.

Early primary voting August 7–22. Primary election day is August 27.
Early general election voting October 16–31. Election Day is November 5.

Think. Vote.


