
• Recode coming to a conclusion?

• West Hills has opportunity to be 
next Dogwood Arts Festival Trail

• West Hills Elementary Celebrates 
60 Years!

• Tennova Announces Plans for 
Middlebrook Property

• & MORE!

President’s Corner
Spring is upon us and hopefully the 

flooding of February is behind everyone. 
The Dogwoods will be blooming soon, and 
our neighborhood will be one of the most 
beautiful in Knoxville!

WHCA is still working with Dogwood 
Arts Festival to get our neighborhood on 
the Dogwood Trail, so make sure you are 
making your yard as pretty as you can. If 
you are interested in advancing this proj-
ect, please let me know. Volunteers are 
always welcomed!

Recode Knoxville, the complete re-
doing of the current zoning ordinances 
affecting each and every homeowner in 
West Hills, appears to be headed toward a 
final vote by city council. At stake for each 
of us is the protection of our investment 
in one of the major—if not the most—of 
our assets, our family home. The fabric of 
the community is also in jeopardy since 
restrictions regarding businesses, day 
cares, auxiliary living units, and other nu-
anced details are all contained within the 
300+-page document. Please learn more 
and contact the mayor and all members of 
city council.

Tennova has announced plans to build 
a 57-bed rehab hospital on a portion of its 
Middlebrook property and to develop the 
remaining property as a medical campus. 
Land south of the creek that bisects the 
property is currently zoned agricultural. 
Any desire to develop that land will 
require rezoning and the normal MPC 
process.

The hillside property on Broome Road 
is back on the market following MPC ap-
proval of the concept plan to develop 30 
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home sites, 3 to 4 small retention ponds, 
and 3 roadways. A condition of the MPC 
approval is the current limitation of 30 
sites must be written into the deed by the 
current owner so West Hills has further 
assurance there will not be more than 30 
homes ever built on this site.

 Homes are selling for more than ever 
right now in West Hills. We are getting a 
new sidewalk on Sheffield from Wesley 
Road down to West Hills Elementary. We 
believe this is the best neighborhood in 
Knoxville, and more and more families 
are joining us! Welcome your new neigh-
bors and help them feel at home.

There’s a lot going on around Knoxville 
during this season. Get out and explore. 
Participate in some of the neighborhood 
activities listed in this newsletter. I’m glad 
you are part of this community!

Have a wonderful Spring!
Donnie Ernst
President
West Hills Community Association

Ahhh...Spring is Here!

* Volunteers appreciated to 
help the Easter Bunny.  

No RSVP necessary.  
Please arrive at 8AM.

ON THE GREENWAY JUST 
PAST THE GAZEBO

Fun for all 
West Hills Kids!

SATURDAY

APRIL  
20

10AM 
West Hills 

Park Pavilion



2 S P R I N G  S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N  2 0 1 9S P R I N G  S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N  2 0 1 9

WH Neighbors 
Advertisers 
Reach More 

Than 1,250 West 
Hills Homes 

Learn how you can have a 
presence in West Hills. 
Email leehume@utk.edu

Call or text 865-414-9674

2019 Official West Hills Portal Signs Turf Care Provider

Owners/ Operators 
Michael Michalik 865-221-3749
• Turf & Property Management

Trey Dodge 865-323-7442
• Design-Installation 

Recode and 
Our 2nd District 
Neighborhoods 
(West Hills)
Reprinted with permission 
from 2nd District Councilman 
Andrew Roberto’s February 
11, 2019 blog post. 

As City Council begins 
considering changes to the 
final draft of Recode, I wanted 
to take a moment to review 
some of the proposed changes 
and how they would impact 
our District 2 neighborhoods.

DISTRICT 2 ZONES:
Currently, the predomi-

sional office, teaching/tutor-
ing, computer programming, 
telephone answering, and 
cooking. There is also a list 
of prohibited occupations, 
including tea room, tour-
ist home, real estate office, 
convalescent home, funeral 
establishment, animal hospi-
tal, repair shop, and catering 
service. For complete list 
please see Article V, Section 
12 Home Occupations and 
Home Offices.

Under Recode, Home Oc-
cupations would not require 
use on review (or special use) 
approval. Furthermore, the 
limitation of the 25% rule 
is eliminated as are the lists 
of prohibited and permit-
ted home occupations. In 
our existing ordinance it [is] 
very clear that home oc-
cupations are not allowed in 
accessory buildings and that 
off-street parking is required, 
but these requirements are 
not in Recode. Further, the 
catch all that “stores, trades, 
or business of any kind not 
herein excepted shall not be 
deemed to be home occupa-
tions” has also been removed 
under Recode. All provisions 
governing home office which 
is a permitted use in R1E, 
but not in R1, have also been 
removed in Recode.

THE DAY CARE IN THE 
HOUSE NEXT DOOR:

Under our current zon-
ing ordinance, up to five (5) 
children who don’t live on 
the property can be cared 
for in a private home in all 
residential zoning districts, 
including R1 and R1E, as a 
right, without use on review 
approval. Under Recode, the 
number of children who can 
be cared for in a home is in-
creased from 5 to 7 unrelated 
individuals who don’t live in 
the home. This could result 
in many more children than 

City Council 
Preparing to 
Vote on Recode

After almost two years of 
deliberations, countless work-
shops, and five drafts of the 
proposed ordinance, the city 
leadership decided it would 
be a good thing to mail a let-
ter to every property owner 
in West Hills and across the 
city announcing the upcom-
ing City Council vote on the 
city-wide revamping of the 
zoning designations defining 
all properties within the city 
limits.

Gone will be the R-1E 
protections covering the vast 
majority of West Hills homes. 
As a matter of fact, all the 
current zoning designations 
and definitions of each of the 

78,000 parcels within Knoxville 
will be eliminated and replaced 
as detailed within the more than 
200 pages of regulations and 
definitions covering everything 
from your neighbor having day 
care in houses to auxiliary living 
units in their back yard or base-
ment. 

Second District Councilman 
Andrew Roberto has been deeply 
involved in the process and has 
done a noteworthy job of being 
an advocate for homeowners. 

The following article focuses 
on the immediate impact of this 
new ordinance on West Hills 
homeowners. If you own com-
mercial property within the City, 
there are additional implications 
for you.

WHCA encourages all 
members of our community to 
become informed and active 
participants in this debate in ad-

vance of the City Council vote 
possibly later this spring.

 

nate neighborhood zone in the 
2nd District is R1 and R1E. 
Under the changes proposed in 
Recode, R1 and R1E are com-
bined into RN1, which would 
become the primary neighbor-
hood zone in the 2nd District. 
To review your current zone 
and compare potential changes 
under Recode, visit: Recode 
Map select Map 3 and then 
Compare Existing/Proposed 
Maps.

MINIMUM LOT SIZE:
Currently, the minimum lot 

size is 7,500 square feet. Within 
a RN1 zone, that minimum 
lot size is increased to 10,000 
square feet for a single-family 
home and 15,000 for a two-
family home. This increase 
in minimum lot size makes it 
more difficult to subdivide lots 
in most of the District’s RN1 
neighborhoods as many of our 
lots are larger than the current 
minimum lot size.

DUPLEXES AND ADUS:
A duplex would be allowed 

in RN1 under Recode as a 
special use. Duplexes are pres-
ently prohibited in R1E zones 
(like West Hills, Forest Heights, 
and Westwood) but allowed in 
R1 zones (like Sequoyah Hills, 
Westmoreland, and Deane Hill) 
as a use on review. Accessory 
Dwelling Units (ADU) would 
be allowed in all residential 
zones, however, either the 
primary or accessory structure 
would have to be occupied by 
the owner.

HOME OCCUPATIONS:
The home occupation next 

door is another significant 
change under Recode in all 
residential zones. Currently, 
home occupations are limited 
to no more than 25% of the 
dwelling unit and require use 
on review approval. Under the 
present code, there is a list of 
permitted occupations: artist, 
barber/beauty shop, profes-

7 being cared for in house next 
door because related children 
not living in the house could 
be cared for but not counted 
in the 7. It is important to note 
that under Recode a Day Care 
Home does not include car-
ing for children from a single 
household. The off-street park-
ing requirements under Article 

5 section 7 are the same in the 
current zoning ordinance as in 
Recode.

The community is invited 
to attend each upcoming Re-
code workshop. If you have 
specific questions regarding 
District 2, I can be reached at 
aroberto@knoxvilletn.gov.

Support the  
American Red 

Cross
Sound the Alarm, 

Save a Life
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Facts About 
Dogwood Trees

Several varieties of dog-
wood tree are used as orna-
mental trees to enhance land-
scape designs. In addition to 
being hardy trees, dogwoods 
have beautiful ‘blossoms’ in 
spring and beautiful red and 
purple leaves and red berries 
in autumn. The most popular 
of all dogwood species is the 
flowering dogwood. It grows 
naturally throughout most 
of the eastern United States 
and is specifically propagated 
for use in landscaping. Other 
dogwoods used in landscap-
ing include red twig, silky, 
and creeping dogwoods.

PEOPLE USED DOGWOOD 
FLOWERS TO CONVEY THEIR 
FEELINGS

During the Victorian 
era, dogwood flowers were 
often used to convey affec-
tion. A young man would 
give dogwood flowers to an 
unmarried woman for whom 
he felt some affection. Should 
his feelings be requited, 
the woman would keep the 
dogwood blooms. However, 

should she feel indifferent 
towards the man in question, 
she would return the flowers 
to the disappointed suitor.

DOGWOOD TREES HAVE AN 
ALLIGATOR SKIN

Dogwood trees are easily 
identified according to their 
distinctive bark. Once a dog-
wood has reached maturity, 
the gray bark cracks and looks 
like it’s been broken into small 
squares, giving it the appear-
ance of alligator hide.

THE WOOD FROM DOGWOODS 
IS IDEAL FOR GOLF CLUBS  
AND TOOLS

The wood from dogwood 
trees was previously used in 
the construction of wheels, 
weaving shuttles, hay forks 
and machine bearings. This 
is largely due to the fact that 
wood from the dogwood tree 
resists splitting, and wears 
smoothly and evenly. The 
wood is strong, dense, du-
rable, and shock resistant. For 
these reasons, this particular 
wood is still used in the 
manufacture of items such 
as golf club heads, walking 
canes, tool handles, spindles 
and mallet heads.

BRIGHTLY COLORED DYES COME 
FROM DOGWOOD ROOTS

One of the most interest-
ing dogwood tree facts is that 
their roots are used to make 
dyes. There are several spe-
cies of dogwood, the roots of 
which provide different color 
dyes. Specifically, dogwood 
roots provide red, black and 
yellow dyes. Additional 
colors can be created by mix-
ing dogwood root with other 
plants that provide dyes.

DOGWOODS PROVIDE 
APPETIZING FODDER FOR  
BIRDS AND MAMMALS 

All parts of the dogwood 

tree provide sustenance to 
many animals in their natural 
habitat. The fruit (red berries), 
twigs, seeds, flowers, bark 
and leaves are all consumed 
by birds and mammals. The 
animals that feed on dog-
woods include songbirds, 
game birds, skunks, rabbits, 
squirrels, chipmunks, foxes, 
deer and bears. In fact, at least 
36 different species of birds 
feed on dogwood fruit. The 
high calcium and fat content 
of the dogwood make it very 
appetizing for wildlife. It 
also provides shelter and a 
convenient habitat for many 
animals.

DOGWOOD FRUIT WON’T  
APPEAR ON YOUR TABLE

Although dogwood tree 
facts reveal that birds love 
dogwood berries, these red 
berries, whilst attractive, are 
not particularly palatable to 
humans. The fruit from some 
species are consumed, but are 
not very popular. Other spe-
cies’ fruit are in fact poison-
ous to humans. And the name 
doesn’t help to make them any 
more appetizing – these ber-
ries are known as dogberries 
or houndberries.

A FLOWERING DOGWOOD TREE’S 
FLOWERS AREN’T FLOWERS

A flowering dogwood tree 
usually ‘flowers’ in spring. 

One of the most intriguing 
of all dogwood tree facts is 
that what you see on these 
beautiful trees are not actually 
blooms at all, but bracts – a 
type of leaf. These white, pink 
or scarlet leaves, which look 
like petals, surround a yellow 
center, which is in fact the true 
flower cluster. The purpose 
of the bracts is to protect the 
flower clusters while they are 
still forming, and they only 
unfold once the flower clusters 
open. These bracts also at-
tract pollinating insects to the 
flower clusters.

DOGWOOD BRANCHES  
CHANGE COLOR

One of the lesser known 
dogwood tree facts is that the 
branches of a dogwood tree 
appear to be very different 
colors when seen in different 
light. The branches of a dog-
wood appear to be crimson in 
direct sunlight, but change to a 
lime green color when seen in 
the shade.

DOGWOOD TREES HAVE  
MEDICINAL PROPERTIES

Almost all parts of dog-
wood trees can be used for 
medicinal purposes: the bark, 
roots, berries, twigs, leaves 
and flowers. Native Americans 
used the root of dogwood trees 
to treat malaria. The inner 
bark of the roots contains the 

LOW PRICE
MOWING, EDGING, 

BLOWING

$30-$45
Lil Bossman & Son’s 

Lawn Care

(865)237-0245

Plans Progress 
to Bring 
Dogwood Trail 
to West Hills 

An organizing commit-
tee currently composed of 
members of the West Hills 
Community Association 
is making plans to have 
the West Hills community 
become the site of the new-
est Dogwood Arts Festival 
Trail. If you or your group 
or organization would like to 
help and become involved at 
any level of support—from 
serving on a committee to 
organizing roadside litter 
cleaning—please contact any 
of the following volunteers 
listed below. Volunteers are 
welcomed and needed now in 
ALL parts of West Hills. 

This is a tremendous op-
portunity for our community. 

To be in consideration to 
become one of the few desig-
nated trails for this nationally 
recognized event is a huge 
honor. In early conversations 
with DAF officials it was 
learned that having West Hills 
become a Dogwood Trail is 
one of their immediate goals. 

However, it must be un-
derstood there is no guarantee 
West Hills will become a 
Dogwood Trail. We all must 
put our best foot forward and 
make a concerted effort to 
showcase our homes and our 
community. 

In the simplest of terms 
West Hills needs to look its 
best this spring. This means 
keep your lawn mowed, 
remove unsightly debris and 
dead vegetation, add mulch 
where needed, trim the bush-
es, touch up your paint, and 
do anything you can to make 
your home look its best! 

Not only will you have a 
beautiful home, you’ll also be 
contributing to a better com-
munity and sense of pride that 
we all share. 

If West Hills is selected 
to be the newest Dogwood 
Trail, an added benefit will 
be homeowners both on the 
trail and in the community at 
large may see an increase in 
property values as well!

West Hills home owners 
have a unique opportunity. 

Everyone should be excited 
and encouraged to do a little 
extra spruce-up beyond the 
normal spring cleaning.

During April representa-
tives of the Dogwood Arts 
Festival will be touring West 
Hills to assess potential 
routes. They will be looking 
at traffic flow; abundance of 
dogwood trees, azaleas, and 
flowers; well-kept yards; and 
well-maintained exteriors of 
houses.

To enhance the possibility 
of the route being along your 
street, now is the time to do 
your chores! 

If you have any questions 
or would like to be actively 
involved in having West Hills 
be the next Dogwood Trail 
please contact any of the fol-
lowing volunteers. 

Donnie Ernst
President, WHCA
693-0454
donnieernst7@gmail.com

Laura Golliher
250-2235
Lgollierwriter@gmail.com

Cindy Johnson
300-8677
Gael@gaellottott.com

Lee Hume
414-9674
leehume@utk.edu

Reuben or Barbara Pelot
693-0454 
rpelotdds@gmail.com

alkaloid known as cornin. 
Other ailments that have been 
treated with dogwood include 
insomnia, asthma, fevers, 
muscular problems, whoop-
ing cough, toothache and even 
canine mange. When supplies 
of quinine ran low during the 
Civil War, dogwood extract 
was used as a substitute.

DOGWOODS CAN BE USED  
TO REJUVENATE SOIL

This is one of many 
dogwood tree facts that will 
appeal to environmental 
enthusiasts. The leaf litter of 
a flowering dogwood decom-
poses far more quickly than 
that of most other species 
of tree. Because of this, the 
flowering dogwood is consid-
ered to be a soil improver. It is 
therefore often used for urban 
forestry projects and is planted 
on abandoned strip mines.

Dogwood trees are beau-
tiful ornamental trees that 
provide food and shelter for 
a wide variety of wildlife. 
The sturdy wood is used in 
the manufacture of a range of 
practical items that require a 
dense and durable material. 
Dogwoods are very useful in 
that they provide dyes, have 
extensive medicinal proper-
ties, and rejuvenate soil. 

West Hills  
neighborhood-wide  
Yard Sale April 27th !

For details, please contact 
Donnie Ernst at 865-207-9355 or 

donnieernst7@gmail.com



REUBEN N. PELOT III DDS
General Dentistry

Member Of American Dental Assoc.
Member Academy General Dentistry

Office Hours By Appointment
Office Phone Answered 24 Hours

Village Green Center
11541 Kingston Pike Residence  693-0454

671-1544
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10 Good Spring 
Gardening Tips

Here, the latest tips and 
tricks from Paul James, host 
of Gardening by the Yard:

1. To remove the salt depos-
its that form on clay pots, 
combine equal parts white 
vinegar, rubbing alcohol and 
water in a spray bottle. Apply 
the mixture to the pot and 
scrub with a plastic brush. Let 
the pot dry before you plant 
anything in it.

2. To prevent accumulating 
dirt under your fingernails 
while you work in the garden, 

draw your fingernails across 
a bar of soap and you’ll ef-
fectively seal the undersides 
of your nails so dirt can’t col-
lect beneath them. Then, after 
you’ve finished in the garden, 
use a nailbrush to remove the 
soap and your nails will be 
sparkling clean.

3. To prevent the line on your 
string trimmer from jamming 
or breaking, treat with a spray 
vegetable oil before installing 
it in the trimmer.

4. Turn a long-handled tool 
into a measuring stick! Lay 
a long-handled garden tool 
on the ground, and next to it 
place a tape measure. Using 
a permanent marker, write 

inch and foot marks on the 
handle. When you need to 
space plants a certain distance 
apart (from just an inch to 
several feet) you’ll already 
have a measuring device in 
your hand.

5. To have garden twine handy 
when you need it, just stick a 
ball of twine in a small clay 
pot, pull the end of the twine 
through the drainage hole, and 
set the pot upside down in the 
garden. Do that, and you’ll 
never go looking for twine 
again.

6. Little clay pots make great 
cloches for protecting young 
plants from sudden, overnight 
frosts and freezes.

7. To turn a clay pot into a 
hose guide, just stab a roughly 
one-foot length of steel rein-
forcing bar into the ground at 
the corner of a bed and slip 
two clay pots over it: one fac-
ing down, the other facing up. 
The guides will prevent dam-
age to your plants as you drag 
the hose along the bed.

8. To create perfectly natural 
markers, write the names of 
plants (using a permanent 
marker) on the flat faces of 
stones of various sizes and 
place them at or near the base 
of your plants.

9. Got aphids? You can 
control them with a strong 
blast of water from the hose 

West Hills 
Elementary 
Celebrating 
60th Anniversary
May 2nd

Hard to believe, but 
our West Hills Elementary 
School turns 60 this year.

We will be celebrating 60 
years of WHES on May 2nd 
from 6:00-8:00. Please join 
us in celebrating the history, 
traditions, former teachers 
and students who have spent 
many years at West Hills 
Elementary.  We will have 
guest speakers from past and 
present staff and students. 
Light refreshments will be 
provided.

Current students will be 
researching and presenting 
information on the 6 decades 
of WHES and Knoxville.  
Mrs. Briggs, our technology 
coordinator has been collect-
ing artifacts from years gone 
by. She is happy to scan any 
documents that folks would 
like to share. People have 
been gracious enough to 
“loan”  yearbooks, cheerlead-
ing outfits, and other memo-
rabilia to put on display 
during our celebration.  

We are still in need of 
former WHES students and 
staff to provide some more 
history and volunteer support 

Tennova 
Announces 
Plan to Build 
Rehab Hospital 
and Create 
Medical Park 
on Middlebrook 
Property
MEET WITH TENNOVA CEO 
APRIL 1 AND MAY 20

 On March 8, Tennova 
publicly announced plans to 
build a smaller facility on the 
100+ acre site it acquired a 
few years ago when it was 
planning to move its flagship 
hospital to the site.

Tennova CEO, Tony 
Benton, has accepted invita-
tions to speak with members 

of the West Hills community 
on two occasions. 

The first will be Monday, 
April 1, 6pm at the West 
Hills Library at corner of 
Kingston Pike and Golf Club 
Lane.

The second scheduled 
meeting will be at the WHCA 
general meeting on May 20, 
7pm at the Church of the 
Nazarene on Vanosdale.

At this time the plan is to 
build a 57-bed rehab hospital 
for post-surgery, stroke, or 
other long-term recovery  pa-
tients. This is not a drug rehab 
facility.

The remaining site will be 
developed as a medical park. 
The land south of the creek 
bisecting the property is cur-
rently zoned agricultural and 
is not included in current plans 
for the medical park.

to help with refreshments and 
activities. 

Please reach out to the 
school at 865-539-7850. You 
may also email the following 
staff members:
Tracy Mantlo  
tracy.mantlo@knoxschools.
org  (2nd grade teacher)
Amanda Brooks  
amanda.brooks@knox-
schools.org  (K teacher)
Kimberle Harrison  
Kimberle.harrison@knox-
schools.org  (principal)
elishia.basner@knoxschools.
org  (guidance counselor)

Thank you so much for all 
of your support! Cannot wait 
to celebrate this wonderful 
school and it’s community!

or with insecticidal soap. But 
here’s another suggestion, one 
that’s a lot more fun; get some 
tape! Wrap a wide strip of 
tape around your hand, sticky 
side out, and pat the leaves of 
plants infested with aphids. 
Concentrate on the undersides 
of leaves, because that’s where 
the little buggers like to hide.

10. The next time you boil or 
steam vegetables, don’t pour 
the water down the drain, use 
it to water potted patio plants, 
and you’ll be amazed at how 
the plants respond to the “veg-
etable soup.”

Yard of the Month 
returns in April!  

The Dogwood Arts Festival has notified WHCA that it plans to tour 
our community this April at the peak of the blooming season as 
it considers including garden sites and a potential West Hills Trail. 
So all home owners are encouraged to spruce up and show why 

West Hills should be the next Dogwood Arts Trail!

Name of owner residing at shown address below: 

Name(s) of other eligible resident(s) over age 21 at this address:

        

Address

Preferred phone number (optional) (  )

E-mail

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES (please select one of the two options) 

o $10/household  .........................................................................................................................  $ 10.00

CONTRIBUTION TO WEST HILLS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (WHCA)

o I/we are making a contribution to WHCA in the amount of  ................................... $ 

TOTAL PAYMENT =  ................................  $

IMPORTANT: Please make check payable to West Hills Community Association. Voting privileges for above 
become active 30 days after verification of eligibility and receipt of dues payment.

Questions? Please contact Clara Hardin, WHCA treasurer.  Ph: 865-693-3770; Email: hcaphardin@comcast.net

West Hills Community AssoCiAtion
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/APPLICATION
For all household members over age 21 living in 
residence at address shown below 

PLEASE MAIL TO  

West Hills Community Association
c/o Clara Hardin, Treasurer
7417 Somerset Road
Knoxville, TN 37909



SATURDAY

West Hills Community AssoCiAtion
c/o Clara Hardin, Treasurer
7417 Somerset Road
Knoxville, TN 37909
westhillsknoxville.org
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* Volunteers welcomed to 
help the Easter Bunny.  

No RSVP necessary.  
Please arrive at 8AM.

ON THE GREENWAY JUST 
PAST THE GAZEBO

Fun for all 
West Hills Kids!

SATURDAY

APRIL  
20

10AM 
West Hills 

Park Pavilion

APRIL 4–30 
dogwoodarts.com

West Hills Community AssoCiAtion


